2013 Gala - April 29th Page 1 of 4

Hope Funds for Cancer Research Press Release

Media Contact: Kelly Powers
events@hope-funds.org
401-847-3286

Hope Funds for Cancer Research Seventh Anniversary Awards of
Excellence Gala Dinner

NEWPORT, RI -- March 8, 2013 --The Hope Funds for Cancer Research, an organization
dedicated to advancing innovative research for the most difficult-to-treat cancers, today
announced its 2013 Award of Excellence Gala will be held in New York City on Monday, April 29th
at The Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Honorary co-chairs for the event are Dr. Harold
Freeman, Dr. Azra Raza and Dr. Robert Weinberg. The event co-chairs are Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth C.
Anderson, Mr. & Mrs. Ross Cann, Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Lewis, and Mr. O. Lee Tawes Ill & Ms.
Marsha Russell.

Each year, the Hope Funds for Cancer Research holds this Awards Gala to provide support for
programmatic activities and to raise funds for the postdoctoral fellowships in cancer

research. At this event the Hope Funds presents its Awards of Excellence, which recognize
outstanding achievements in the fields of basic research, drug development, medicine, patient
support and philanthropy. The event is a white-tie awards dinner, followed by a dance.

"The wise learn many things from their enemies. Cancer, one of our starkest enemies, has not
only taught us humility but also defiance in the face of deadly odds, and it has unveiled a rarely
glimpsed but truly noble side of human nature through the creation of groups like the Hope Funds
for Cancer Research where patients and benefactors, basic scientists and physicians, all band
together for the common cause of reducing suffering from disease...a group which celebrates
original thinking through generous giving. What could be more sublime?" Azra Raza, M.D.,
Honorary co-chair of the 2013 Gala.

Honorees being presented with the 2013 Hope Funds Award of Excellence at this year's Gala are:
Phillip Sharp, Ph.D. for Basic Science; Dennis Slamon, M.D., Ph.D. for Clinical
Development; George Sledge, M.D. for Medicine, and Gary Jobson for Advocacy.

"With this year's Honorees, plus eleven Honorees from past years attending, this will a gathering
of many of the greatest minds in the field of cancer research,” stated Malcolm A.S. Moore, DPhil,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees.

About the Honorees

Phillip A. Sharp, Ph.D.

Dr. Sharp is Institue Professor at the Koch Institute for Integrative Cancer Research and
Department of Biology, has made fundamental contributions to cancer biology and to
understanding gene structure and regulation. Sharp's seminal discovery of 'split genes' in
eukaryotic cells and the associated mechanism of pre-mRNA splicing resulted in numerous awards
and honors, including the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine (1993), the Lasker Prize (1988),
the Gairdner Foundation International Award (1986), and the 2004 National Medal of Science. In
addition, he holds numerous honorary degrees from universities here and abroad and serves on
many advisory boards for the government, academic institutions, scientific societies, and
companies. He is an elected member of the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of
Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the Royal Society of the UK. His MIT
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career spans over 39 years, where he served as Director of the Center for Cancer Research (now
the Koch Institute), Head of the Department of Biology and later Founding Director of the
McGovern Institute for Brain Research. A native of Kentucky, Dr. Sharp earned a B.A. degree from
Union College, KY in 1966, and a Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of Illinois, Champaign-
Urbana in 1969. He did his postdoctoral training at the

California Institute of Technology, where he studied the molecular biology of plasmids from
Phillip A. Sharp, Institute Professor (highest academic rank) at MIT and faculty member of the
bacteria in Professor Norman Davidson's laboratory. Prior to joining MIT, he was Senior Scientist
at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. In 1978 Dr. Sharp co-founded Biogen (now Biogen ldec) and in
2002 he co-founded Alnylam Pharmaceuticals. For more information on Phillip Sharp click here

Dennis Slamon, M.D., Ph.D.

Dr. Dennis J. Slamon's work resulted in the first molecularly targeted treatment for breast
cancer. He serves as director of the Revlon/UCLA Women's Cancer Research Program at UCLA's
Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center. He is also a professor of medicine, chief of the Division of
Hematology/Oncology and executive vice chair for research for the UCLA Department of
Medicine. Additionally, Slamon serves as director of Clinical/Translational Research and the

his colleagues conducted the laboratory and clinical research that led to the development of
Herceptin, which targets a genetic alteration found in about 25 percent of breast cancer
patients. Herceptin, approved by the U.S. Food & Drug Administration in September 1998, was
the first in a wave of new treatments that target genetic mutations that cause cells to become
malignant. In June 2002, President Bill Clinton appointed Dr. Slamon to a two-year term on the
three-member President’'s Cancer Panel. Dr. Slamon has received numerous prizes for his
scientific endeavors including: the Dorothy P. Landon-AACR Prize for Translational Cancer
Research in 2003; the American Cancer Society Medal of Honor, the top award bestowed by the
organization in 2004; the American Society of Clinical Oncology's David A. Karnofsky Memorial
Award and Lecture in 2006; the 19th annual Warren Alpert Foundation Scientific Prize, awarded
by Harvard Medical School in 2007; and the Gairdner International Award, one of the most
prestigious awards in biomedical science, in 2007. Dr. Slamon is a 1975 honors graduate of the
University of Chicago, Pritzker School of Medicine, having received an M.D.and a Ph.D. in cell
biology the same year. He completed his internship and residency at the University of Chicago
Hospitals and Clinics, becoming Chief Resident in 1978. One year later, he became a fellow in the
Division of Hematology/Oncology at UCLA. For more information on Dennis Slamon click here.

George W. Sledge, Jr., MD

Dr. George Sledge is chief of Oncology in Stanford's Department of Medicine. Prior to joining
Stanford on January 14, 2013, Dr. Sledge was co-director of the breast cancer program at the
Indiana University Cancer Center, where he was a Professor of Medicine and Pathology at the
Indiana University Simon Cancer Center and he held the Ballve-Lantero Endowed Chair. Dr.
Sledge specializes in the study and treatment of breast cancer and directed the first large,
nationwide study on the use of paclitaxel to treat advanced breast cancer. His recent research
focuses on novel biologic treatments for breast cancer. He has published over 250 articles in
medical journals about breast cancer and chaired several nationwide clinical trials involving new
breast cancer treatments. His work spans both laboratory and clinic. Dr Sledge serves as Editor-in
-Chief of the journal Clinical

Breast Cancer, and is Immediate Past President of the American Society of Clinical Oncology
(ASCO). He served as chairman of the Breast Committee of the Eastern Cooperative Oncology
Group from 2002 - 2009, where he played an important role in the development of several
nationwide clinical trials. He has also served as chair of ASCO's Education Committee, as a
member of the Department of Defense Breast Cancer Research Program’s Integration Panel, as a
member of the Food and Drug Administration's Oncology Drug Advisory Committee (ODAC), and
currently as a member of the External Advisory Committee for The Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA)
project. Dr. Sledge was the recipient of the 2006 Komen Foundation Brinker Award for Scientific
Distinction, the 2007 Breast Cancer Research Foundation's Jill Rose Award and was the 2010
recipient of the William L. McGuire Award from the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium. For
more information on Dr. Sledge click here.

Gary Jobson
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Mr. Jobson, a cancer survivor and advocate, was the America's Cup Winning Tactician in 1977,
sailing on Courageous with Ted Turner. Prior to winning the America’'s Cup, Gary was selected for
the All-America Intercollegiate Sailing Team from 1971 to 1973, and in 1972 and 1973 was named
the Intercollegiate Sailor of the Year. He was elected to the Sailing World Hall of Fame in 1982.
In October 2003, Gary was inducted into the America’s Cup Hall of Fame by the Herreshoff Marine
Museum, after having won the Nathanael G. Herreshoff Trophy, US SAILING's most prestigious
award, in 1999. In October 2011, Mr. Jobson was inducted into the National Sailing Hall of Fame.
Mr. Jobson was awarded a Doctor of Letters from the State University of New York Maritime
College in 2005. While on a speaking tour in April of 2003, Gary became ill and was eventually
diagnosed with non-Hodgkin lymphoma. He said he found it "quite ironic”, since he had headed a
charity regatta for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society for many years. Gary has been the
National Chairman of the Leukemia Cup Regatta, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's sailing
program, since 1994. These events have raised over $40 million to date. In 2004, he received the
Spiral of Life Award from the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and in 2011 Mr. Jobson received the
Charles M. Leighton Award for Outstanding Service. In addition to his accomplishments as a sailor
and cancer advocate, Mr. Jobson is an award-winning journalist and writer, having won the Cable
Ace Awards for the 1987 America’'s Cup, an Emmy in 1988 for his coverage of the 1988 Olympic
Games, and the Best Sports Book Award of 2002, awarded to him in 2003 by the Independent
Publisher Book Awards in America for his book Fighting Finish. He has been ESPN's sailing
commentator since 1985. He is currently President of US SAILING, and is covering the 34th
America's Cup for NBC. For more information on Gary Jobson click here.

Additional information is available at 2013 Honorees

Award of Excellence

Honorees who receive this award are suggested through a formal nomination process and
selected based on their contributions to the field of cancer research and treatment, their
integrity and character, and how their peers regard them. Previous recipients of the award are
Sir Paul Nurse, Craig Mello, Ph.D., Robert A. Weinberg, Ph.D., James E. Darnell, Jr., M.D., Joan
Massagué, Ph.D., Janet Rowley, Ph.D., and Elizabeth Blackburn, M.D. for Basic Science; Antonio
J. Grillo-Lopez, M.D., Malcolm A. S. Moore, D.Phil., Brian Druker, M.D., George D. Demetri, M.D.,
Kenneth C. Anderson, M.D., and Joseph Schlessinger, Ph.D. for Clinical Development; M. Judah
Folkman, M.D., John Cameron, M.D., Murray Brennan, M.D. Larry Norton, M.D., and Azra Raza,
M.D. for Medicine; Paula Kim, Robert Bazell, Amy Dockser Marcus, Harold Freeman, and Ellen
Stovall for Advocacy; and Corporate Angel Network, Gilda's Club Worldwide, the Virginia and D.
K. Ludwig Fund for Cancer Research, David H. Koch, and Donald Listwin for Philanthropy.

The awards will be presented on April 29, 2013, at a white-tie dinner held at The Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City in the Great Hall and at The Temple of Dendur in The Sackler
Wing. The annual dinner is a focal point for the Hope Funds' charitable mission and brings
together the organization's supporters and constituencies to recognize and honor distinguished
luminaries in oncology. Proceeds from the event will fund postdoctoral fellowships in cancer
research.

Visit Upcoming Events for more information, or to inquire about tickets.

About the Hope Funds for Cancer Research

The Hope Funds for Cancer Research was formed in 2006 to establish a funding vehicle that
would take a rational scientific, medical, and investment approach to making grants for the most
interesting and promising research efforts to address the most difficult-to-treat cancers,
including pancreatic, lung, liver, sarcomas, esophageal, brain, gastric, bone and ovarian cancers;
and rare leukemias, lymphomas and MDS. The Trustees of the Hope Funds believe that funding
research that could lead to breakthroughs in these areas and increase life expectancy in these
types of cancers is at the core of its mission. Hope Funds for Cancer Research is an independent
and unaffiliated non-profit organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service's code.

For additional information about the organization, please visit www.hope-funds.org or call 401-
847-3286.
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Advancing innovative research in understudied cancers
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