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NEWPORT, RI - April 16, 2024 -- Hope Funds for Cancer Research, dedicated to
advancing innovative research for the most difficult-to-treat cancers, will hold its 2024
Award of Excellence Gala on Saturday, June 8 at The Elms in Newport, Rhode Island.

Chairs for the Awards Dinner are Mr. and Mrs. Ross S. Cann, Mr. and Mrs. William D.
Rueckert, and Dr. Richard Young and Ms. Ceal Capistrano. Dr. William J. Kaelin, Jr. is
Honorary Chair. The Dance Committee chairs are Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Griffin and Miss
Madeline Berwind McDonough.

The Gala is held annually by Hope Funds for Cancer Research to provide support for
programmatic activities and to raise funds for postdoctoral fellowships in cancer
research.

At this event Hope Funds presents its Awards of Excellence, which honor those who have
made outstanding contributions to basic, clinical, and medical research in cancer or
have conducted prominent advocacy and philanthropy on behalf of cancer research. The
formal awards dinner will be followed by a dance.

This year's honorees are James Bradner, M.D., for Medicine; the Doris Duke Foundation
for Philanthropy; Carl H. June, M.D., for Medicine; Nicholas Lydon, Ph.D., for Clinical
Development; Stuart L. Schreiber, Ph.D., for Basic Science; and Kevan Shokat, Ph.D. for
Basic Science.

"This event will highlight five distinguished individuals and a leading foundation who are
making a profound difference in cancer research and treatment,” said Gala Co-Chair
Leah Rush Cann. "The white-tie dinner, held in one of Newport's magnificent historic
homes, is certain to be an extraordinary evening."

Honorees

James Bradner, M.D.

Dr. Bradner is Executive Vice President, Research and Development, and Chief Scientific
officer at Amgen, one of the world's leading biotechnical companies. He is responsible
for advancing Amgen's pipeline, which includes potential first-in-class or best-in-class
medicines in all stages of development across the company's four therapeutic areas of
focus: oncology, inflammation, general medicine and rare disease, in addition to
biosimilars. He is also responsible for Amgen's worldwide research efforts. Prior to




joining Amgen, Dr. Bradner served as President of the Novartis Institutes for BioMedical
Research, where he was a member of the Executive Committee of Novartis. His research
and leadership have contributed to humerous development programs, multiple
investigational new drug applications and positive proof-of-concept studies in clinical
investigation. He also has been a clinician at the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute and an
associate professor at Harvard Medical School. As an entrepreneur, he co-founded and
built several biotechnology startups. Additionally, he has co-authored dozens of
scientific publications and is a named inventor on humerous U.S. patent applications.
Dr. Bradner is a graduate of Harvard College and the University of Chicago Medical
School. He completed his residency in Medicine at Brigham Women's Hospital, his
fellowship in Medical Oncology and Hematology at the Dana-Farber Harvard Cancer
Center, and his postdoctoral training in Chemistry and Chemical Biology at Harvard
University.

Doris Duke Foundation

The mission of the Doris Duke Foundation (DDF) is to build a more creative,

equitable and sustainable future by investing in artists and the performing arts,
environmental conservation, medical research, child well-being and greater mutual
understanding among diverse communities. Doris Duke was a significant supporter of
medical research, making contributions to hospitals and research centers throughout her
life. In her will, which guides our focus areas, she expressed her interest in advancing
“medical research designed to effectuate cures of major diseases.” Through the Medical
Research Program, DDF strives to advance the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of
human disease by strengthening and supporting clinical

research. Visit www.dorisduke.org to learn more.

Carl H. June, Ph.D.

Dr. June maintains a research laboratory that studies various mechanisms of lymphocyte
activation that relate to immune tolerance and adoptive immunotherapy for cancer and
chronic infection. In 2011, his research team published findings detailing a new therapy
in which patients with refractory and relapsed chronic lymphocytic leukemia were
treated with genetically engineered versions of their own T cells. The June laboratory
has published more than 500 publications and has a google scholar h-index of 175
with100,000 citations. He currently serves as the Richard W. Vague Professor in
immunotherapy in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and as the
Director of the Center for Cellular Immunotherapies at the Perelman School of Medicine,
as well as the Director of the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy at the
University of Pennsylvania. He is the recipient of numerous awards and honors, including
his election into the National Academies of Medicine and Science and the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Nicholas Lydon, Ph.D., FRS

Dr. Lydon is a scientific founder of Blueprint Medicines and has served as a member of
its Board of Directors since April 2011. He is a co-Founder of IDRx, Inc., and a co-
Founder of Recludix Pharma Inc. and serves on its Board of Directors and as a scientific
advisor. Dr. Lydon is a Managing Member of VB Therapeutics LLC, which he co-founded in
2019; a Managing Member of Staurus Biopharma, LLC, a privately held
biopharmaceutical company that he co-founded. He is a co-founder of AnaptysBio Inc.
and formerly a scientific advisor and member of its Board of Directors. Dr. Lydon was a
scientific advisor and member of the Board of Directors of Ambit Biosciences Corp., a
biopharmaceutical company focused on kinase inhibitor therapeutics; and a Vice
President, Small Molecule Drug Discovery at Amgen, Inc. Prior to joining Amgen, Dr.
Lydon founded and served as Chief Executive Officer of Kinetix Pharmaceuticals, Inc., a
biotechnology company focused on the discovery and development of selective protein
kinase inhibitors, which was acquired by Amgen in 2000. In the late-1990s, he worked
for Ciba-Giegy AG (now Novartis AG), where he was responsible for the tyrosine protein
kinase program, including the discovery and preclinical development of imatinib
(Gleevec). Dr. Lydon has been awarded the Lasker-DeBakey Clinical Medical Research




Award, the Kettering Prize from the General Motors Cancer Research Foundation and the
Japan Prize for his role in the discovery and development of imatinib. In addition to
Imatinib, Dr Lydon is involved in the discovery and development of a number of drugs
that address c-Kit driven diseases, including Avapritinib (GIST and Mastocytosis) and
IDRX-42 (GIST). Dr. Lydon received a B.S. in biochemistry and zoology from the
University of Leeds, England, and a Ph.D. in biochemistry from the Medical Sciences
Institute, University of Dundee, Scotland.

Stuart Schreiber, Ph.D.

Dr. Schreiber is the Morris Loeb Research Professor at Harvard University, Founding Core
Member of the Broad Institute, Emeritus; Founding CEO of Arena BioWorks, (a
Biomedical Research Institute formed to understand the mechanism of human disease
and to translate insights into transformational medicines); and a member of the
National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Medicine and American Academy of
Arts and Sciences. His lab integrates chemical biology and human biology to advance the
science of therapeutics. He has developed systematic ways to explore biology, especially
disease biology, using small molecules that have advanced the field of chemical biology.
Key advances include the discovery that small molecules can function as “molecular
glues” that promote protein-protein interactions, the co-discovery of mTOR and its role
in nutrient-response signaling, the discovery of histone deacetylases and that chromatin
marks regulate gene expression, the development and application of diversity-oriented
synthesis to microbial therapeutics, and the discovery of vulnerabilities of cancer cells
linked to genetic, lineage and cell-state features, including ferroptotic vulnerabilities.
His approach to therapeutics discovery guided the development of 14 biotechnology
companies that he founded, including initially Vertex Pharmaceuticals and Ariad
Pharmaceuticals. These efforts have led to 17 first-in-class therapeutic agents that have
either been approved or continue in clinical testing. His research has been
acknowledged through awards including the Wolf Prize in Chemistry.

Kevan M. Shokat, Ph.D.

Dr. Shokat is currently an Investigator of the Howard Hughes Medical Institute,

Professor in the Department of Cellular and Molecular Pharmacology at the University of
California at San Francisco and Professor in the Department of Chemistry at the
University of California at Berkeley. He received his B.A. in Chemistry from Reed
College in 1986, his Ph.D. in organic chemistry at UC Berkeley with Professor Peter
Schultz and carried out post-doctoral work in cellular immunology at Stanford University
with Professor Chris Goodnow. Dr. Shokat’s research group is focused on the discovery of
new small molecule tools and drug candidates targeting protein/lipid kinases, GTPases,
and RNA helicases. His laboratory utilizes the tools of synthetic organic chemistry,
protein engineering, structural biology, biochemistry and cell biology. He has been
inducted into the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Medicine, and
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. In 2023 he was awarded the Vollum Prize
from Reed College, the National Academy of Sciences Award for Scientific Discovery and
the Sjoberg Prize from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences for "discoveries that
enable the inhibition of mutated K-Ras in cancer treatment” and the Heath Memorial
Award Lecture from MD Anderson Center. This year, he was awarded the Edward E.
Smissman Award by the ACS Medicinal Chemistry division. He has commercialized
discoveries from his laboratory through co-founding several biotechnology companies,
including Intellikine, Araxes, Wellspring Biosciences, Kura Oncology, eFFECTOR
Therapeutics, Mitokinin, Revolution Medicines, Erasca and Kumquat Biosciences.

Award of Excellence

Honorees who receive this award are nominated through a formal process and selected
based on their contributions to the field of cancer research and treatment, their
integrity and character, and how they are regarded by their peers. Previous recipients of
the award (2007 - 2023, by year) are Sir Paul Nurse, Ph.D., Craig Mello, Ph.D., Robert A.
Weinberg, Ph.D., James E. Darnell, Jr., M.D., Joan Massagué, Ph.D., Janet Rowley,

M.D., Elizabeth Blackburn, Ph.D., Phillip Sharp, Ph.D., Tyler Jacks, Ph.D., Robert Roeder,




Ph.D., Joan Steitz, Ph.D., Lewis C. Cantley, Ph.D., Joan Brugge, Ph.D., David Baltimore,
Ph.D., William J. Kaelin Jr., M.D., Robert S. Langer Sc.D., Jennifer Doudna, Ph.D., C.
David Allis, Ph.D., Anthony A. Hyman Ph.D., Nathanael Gray, Ph.D., and Alexander
Varshavsky, Ph.D. for Basic Science; Antonio J. Grillo-Lopez, M.D., Malcolm A. S. Moore,
D.Phil., Brian Druker, M.D., George D. Demetri, M.D., Kenneth C. Anderson,

M.D., Joseph Schlessinger, Ph.D., Dennis Slamon, M.D., Ph.D., Charles L. Sawyers, M.D.,
Napoleone Ferrara, M.D., John Mendelsohn, M.D., James Allison, Ph.D., John C. Byrd,
M.D., Susan B. Horwitz, Ph.D., and Thomas Reynolds, M.D., Ph.D. for Clinical
Development; M. Judah Folkman, M.D., John Cameron, M.D., Sir Murray Brennan, M.D.,
Larry Norton, M.D., Azra Raza, M.D., George Sledge, M.D., Daniel D. Von Hoff, M.D.,
James Holland, M.D., George Canellos, M.D., Antoni Ribas, M.D., Ph.D., Jedd Wolchok,
M.D., Ph.D., Melissa Moore, Ph.D., and William C. Hahn, M.D., Ph.D. for Medicine; Paula
Kim, Robert Bazell, Amy Dockser Marcus, Harold Freeman, Ellen Stovall, and Gary
Jobson for Advocacy; Corporate Angel Network, Gilda's Club Worldwide, the Virginia and
D. K. Ludwig Fund for Cancer Research, David H. Koch, Donald Listwin, Jan Vilcek, M.D.,
Ph.D., Daisy M. Soros, Paul Greengard, Ph.D., Patricia F. Bilden, M.D., and Nancy Parks
for Philanthropy.

Hope Funds for Cancer Research

Hope Funds for Cancer Research was formed in 2006 to establish a funding vehicle that
would take a rational scientific, medical, and investment approach to making grants for
the most innovative and promising research efforts to address the most difficult-to-treat
cancers, including pancreatic, lung, liver, sarcomas, esophageal, brain, gastric, renal
and ovarian cancers, as well as rare leukemias, lymphomas and MDS. These cancers are
insidiously aggressive illnesses that kill most of their victims within months, even with
aggressive chemotherapy. The Trustees of the Hope Funds for Cancer Research believe
that funding young, innovative researchers will lead to breakthroughs in these areas and
increase life expectancy for those with these types of cancers. The Hope Funds for
Cancer Research is a 509 (a)(1) charity under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Service's
code.

For additional information, please visit www.hope-funds.org or call (401) 847-3286.

Hope Funds for Cancer Research: Advancing innovative research in understudied cancers

Hope Funds for Cancer Research is an independent and unaffiliated non-profit
organization
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